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WALK EASY
Chief Harold “Buster” Hatcher, in His Own Words

He founded the modern Waccamaw Indian People of
Conway, South Carolina, and led them for more than thirty
years. This short book is his own writing, uncorrected and
exactly as he typed it.

R E A D E R S G R A D E S L E N G T H S O U R C E  T Y P E

Ages 10 and up 5–12 88 pages Primary — his own writing

W H AT  Y O U R  S T U D E N T S  R E A D

Schoolchildren wrote to Chief Hatcher with questions and he answered them in writing — how his people hunted and
farmed, what they believe, where they lived, and who they are now. Those answers are in this book, in his own words and
his own spelling.

South Carolina’s 2019 standards are inquiry-based. They ask students to work from primary sources and to analyse
continuity and change, rather than to memorise a list of names — which is why no tribe, the Waccamaw included, is
named anywhere in them. A first-person South Carolina source is precisely what they are built for.
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W H E R E  I T  F I T S

INDICATOR WHAT IT  ASKS WHERE THE BOOK ANSWERS

8.5.CC Continuities and changes in South Carolina’s identity from civic
participation — the indicator names military service, political activism, and
use of the courts and legislation.

The 82nd Airborne. Founding the tribe. “I ended up suing
the state, and I won.” State recognition in 2005.

8.5.CX South Carolina’s part in the Modern Civil Rights Movement. The segregated school. A state that said there were no
Indians in it.

8.1.CC Native Americans’ experiences, “including their efforts to preserve their
cultures.”

Thirty years of preserving Waccamaw culture, written from
inside it.

8.1.E 8.2.E 8.3.E Use primary and secondary sources to examine multiple perspectives. The book is the primary source — his own writing,
uncorrected.

4.1.CX Contextualise the experience of Native Americans in South Carolina. The Dimery Settlement, in his own account of where his
people came from.

Indicators quoted from the South Carolina Social Studies College- and Career-Ready Standards (2019), the set currently in effect. Grade 8 is South

Carolina and the United States; grade 4 is United States & South Carolina Studies Part I.

A N D  I N  E N G L I S H  L A N G U A G E  A R T S

South Carolina’s 2024 ELA standards name the text types that count as informational text. Memoirs, autobiographical
sketches and primary sources are among them. Walk Easy is all three.

INDICATOR WHAT IT  ASKS WHERE THE BOOK ANSWERS

ELA.8.AOR.4.1 An author’s perspective or purpose, and the rhetoric used to advance it. Thirty years of letters beginning “My Brothers
and Sisters.”

ELA.8.AOR.5.3 Trace an author’s argument and the reasoning or rhetorical appeals used. His petitions, and his letters to a senator, the
DOJ and the ACLU.

ELA.8.AOR.2.2 How supporting details develop two or more central ideas across
informational texts.

Identity and recognition, from the boyhood to
the resignation.

Full alignment, kept current: chief.hatcher.ltd/teaching

I N  H I S  O W N  W O R D S

There is no word in Waccamaw for “hunt”. Our word means the same thing as “making meat”.

We have no name for our religion because it is a part of life and we practice it in every endevor… We revere the
earth and all of its inhabitants including those with two legs, four legs, and those who fly above the face of
the earth.

Three items were often planted together; Corn, squash and beans complemented each other and were often
called the three sisters.

Spelling and typing as he left them — that is the rule of the book.
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W H AT  T H E  B O O K  C O V E R S

S U B S I S T E N C E

“Making meat” rather than hunting — what was harvested,
and the rule that all of the animal be used.

A G R I C U LT U R E

The three sisters — corn, beans and squash planted
together, each helping the others — and the difference
between the communal garden and the family ones.

B E L I E F

Why he says the Waccamaw have no name for their religion,
in his own careful correction of what people tend to
assume.

G E O G R A P H Y

The Waccamaw River from Lake Waccamaw down to
Winyah Bay, which he calls “the man highways for our
ancestors.”

C O N T I N U I T Y

The tribe as it is now — the pauwau, the grounds, and the
letters he wrote his people.

C I V I L  R I G H T S

A segregated school, a state that said there were no Indians
in it, and what it took to be counted.

S I X  Q U E S T I O N S  F O R  A  C L A S S

C L A S S  S E T S  A N D  S C H O O L  V I S I T S

The Waccamaw Indian People already run School Day at the pauwau — heritage taught hands-on, built for classrooms,
with its own guidance for teachers and schools. Registration and details:

waccamaw.org/pauwau/school-day

For a class set of the book, ask there and it will reach the right people.

A fuller biography, Chief, is in preparation. It is written for adult readers. Walk Easy is the one for a classroom.

chief.hatcher.ltd/walkeasy

This guide may be freely copied for classroom use. Walk Easy publishes November 2026 and will be at the Waccamaw
pauwau.

He writes that there is no Waccamaw word for “hunt” — their word means “making
meat.” What can a language tell you about the people who speak it?

1

Corn, beans and squash were planted together because each one helped the others. What
does that suggest about how the Waccamaw understood farming?

2

The village kept a communal garden for “the women who were without sons and/or a
husband, the disabled, and the sickly,” as well as family gardens. How does a community
decide what it owes its members?

3

He was told by his own state that there were no Indians in South Carolina. What does it
take for a people to be recognised — and who gets to decide?

4

He spent thirty years answering “who are you, and how do you know.” Why do you
think he was asked that question so many times?

5

His spelling and typing were left exactly as he wrote them, uncorrected. Why might that
matter to the people who made this book?

6
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